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The Enduring Teamwork in Northern Iraq
U.S. forces continue to partner and assist Iraqis throughout the country as Iraqis take on 

an increasing level of responsibility

U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Jesus J. Aranda, Task Force Lightning Public Affairs
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From the desk of óLIGHTNING 6ô

The support of our óOhanaô

Having just returned from R&R leave, I have a heightened appreciation 

for the tremendous dedication and sacrifices of all our ohana back home and 

would like to pass on my sincere appreciation for all they are doing. Our 

families are our cornerstone which support our strength and success here in 

Iraq. I canôt thank them enough for all they do to support us in this very 

difficult and important mission.

I also got to see how the Task Force operates from afar, and Task 

Force Lightning performed brilliantly. The hallmark of any good organization 

is how it adapts to change and how it operates when key individuals are 

absent, and it was great to see this unit flourish while its commander was 

away. I have complete faith and confidence in all that you do.  

I also had the humbling honor of visiting some of our wounded Task 

Force Lightning Warrior brothers in arms at Walter Reed Army Medical 

Center. These warriors are incredible and tremendously inspiring. To a 

Soldier, they wanted nothing more that to heal and return to the fight. 

To each of us who knows these men and women, I would encourage

Maj. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.

you to stay in contact and keep them updated of what is going on in your units. Hearing the stories of those whose 

selfless sacrifices have built the platform that we now stand upon today, made me realize how blessed we are to 

be a part of such a noble and great profession. Theirs is a debt of gratitude that can not be measured and will not 

go unpaid.  We are all honored and humbled by their service.

Each of these experiences strengthens our resolve in our operations together here in MND-N.  Ours is an 

enormously important mission, as success will lead to increased security and prosperity for our Iraqi brethren. 

Yet, there will continue to be challenging times ahead of us. Al-Qaida insurgents and the Islamic State of Iraq 

remain a viable threat, degraded in ability, but still able to execute high profile attacks. Insurgents are increasingly 

recruiting children to launch attacks against us, our ISF partners, and the Iraqi people. These evil tactics harden 

our resolve to defeat this insurgency and to do what we can to insure that these children have a chance to grow 

up free from fear.

Every one of you here in MND-N is an important and valued member of this team ïTask Force Lightning!  

Each and every one of you has an important story to tell. What you have experienced and are accomplishing is 

something your children and grandchildren will proudly read about in the history books years from now. Be proud 

of your work; you are making a difference. And be proud of the values that keep you and our Army the best in the 

world! 

TROPIC LIGHTNING!

Maj. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.

Commanding General

Task Force Lightning

Multi-National Division - North
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Tropic Lightning!2nd HBCT, 1st Cavalry Division

Sgt. JoseLugo,a Killeen,Texas,native with CompanyC,1st Battalion,8th CavalryRegiment,2nd
BrigadeCombatTeam,1st CavalryDivision,distributesa bagof food to a residentof Qushquaya,
Iraq, May 29. (Photoby Pfc. JustinNaylor,2nd BrigadeCombatTeam,1st CavalryDivision,Public
Affairs)

FORWARD OPERATING BASE 

WARRIOR, KIRKUK, Iraqð Helping 

individuals in need can mean many 

different things.

Iraqi police from Dibbis, Iraq  and  

Soldiers of Company C, 1st Battalion, 

8th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade 

Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, 

had an opportunity to help the 

residents of Qushquaya, Iraq, put 

food on their tables May 29  by 

distributing more than 100 bags of 

food in the form of tomatoes, beans 

and lentils to resident

ñThe residents of this village are 

all workers,ò explain the village 

mukhtar, Ali Mahmood Sayeed. 

ñSince they were given this food, they 

can now use the money they make to 

buy something else that they need.ò 

ñThese are the type of missions 

that are changing the way people 

view Coalition Forces,ò said Pfc. 

Anthony Mariscal, a Houston native 

and a tanker mechanic with Co. C. 

ñWe are trying to present a good 

impression to the younger 

generation,ò Sgt. Jeremy Blister, a 

Pleasanton, Texas, native and an 

infantryman with Co. C. 

This is the first time Qushquaya

has received humanitarian assistance 

from security forces in nearly four 

years. 

The residents hope that they will 

continue to help us in the future, said 

Sayeed. 

ñThe youth donôt see politics; they 

see what is really happening,ò said 

Blister. ñThis is how we are really 

helping Iraq.ò

Although most of the residents did 

not speak much to the security forces, 

they were more than happy to flash a 

brief smile. 

ñThey donôt really say thank you, 

but you can tell they are happy,ò said 

Mariscal.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY

Pfc. Justin Naylor

2nd HBCT , 1st Cavalry Division 

ôMustangõ Soldiers Provide Humanitarian Relief 

Pfc Anthony Mariscal, a
Houston native and a
tanker mechanic with
CompanyC,Battalion,8th
Cavalry Regiment, 2nd
BrigadeCombatTeam,1st
CavalryDivision, retrieves
a bag of food from the
back of his vehicle in the
villageof Qushquaya, Iraq,
May 29. Mariscal, along
with other Soldiers from
his platoon, distributed
more than 100 bags of
food to residents of the
village. (Photo by Pfc.
JustinNaylor,2nd Brigade
CombatTeam,1st Cavalry
Division,PublicAffairs)


